The role of the titanium functionally dynamic bridging plate for the treatment of the atrophic mandible fractures.
The role of the titanium functionally dynamic bridging plate (TFDBP) in the fracture treatment of the severely atrophic mandible was assessed retrospectively. In 28 consecutive patients with fractures of a severely atrophic mandible fixation was carried out with TFDBPs. Twenty-one patients with 27 fractures were included in the study and then followed up for complications and the progress of fracture healing for 17 months postoperatively on average. There was only one case that required plate removal. All patients showed bone healing 3 months after surgery. The mental nerve sensation improved in 12 out of 23 fractures that had presented with nerve function disturbance. Every patient who had dentures prior to sustaining the fracture was able to return to denture wearing 3 weeks after surgery. No major complications occurred. A high proportion of bone healing with a low complication rate was observed with the use of TFDBPs in the treatment of severely atrophic mandible fractures. The TFDBP is an excellent alternative to conventional plating of the severely atrophic mandible.